
BENGAL TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES – October 14, 2015 

7:00 P.M.  at the Bengal Township Hall 
 

 
 The regularly- scheduled Bengal Township Board meeting was called to order by 
Supervisor Schafer at 7:03 p.m.  Board members present:  Deborah Schafer, Supervisior; 
Elizabeth D. Ayoub, Clerk; Denice Schultheiss, Treasurer;  William Kushmaul, Trustee.  Trustee 
McDonald was absent due to illness. 
 
 Members of the public present:  Greg Armbrustmacher, Township Assessor; Judy Huhn, 
Arleita Schafer, Tom Benson, Rex Ferguson, and Dave Pohl (Clinton County Commissioner). 
 

After the Pledge of Allegiance and a review of the agenda by the board, Kushmaul 
moved and Schafer seconded to approve the amended agenda.  Motion carried.  After review 
of the minutes from the September meeting,  Schafer moved and Kushmaul seconded to 
approve the minutes with corrections.   Motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer’s Report:  Schultheiss reported on tax collection activity, and also that she  
had transferred $20,000 in September from the savings account to the checking account to 
preclude a shortfall in the account.  Schafer moved to retroactivity approve the transfer of 
$20,000 in September from the general fund savings account to the checking account.  
Kushmaul seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
 Upon review of the internal controls, Ayoub moved that the two signatories on the 
checking account should be only Denice Schultheiss and Deb Schafer.  Schafer seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 
 It was moved, seconded, and the motion carried for the township to open a bank 
account to hold the security deposits for hall rentals.   
  
 Clerk’s Report:  Ayoub handed a September 2015 balance sheet.  Schafer moved and 
Schultheiss moved to accept the report.   Ayoub moved and Schultheiss seconded to transfer 
$25,000 from the general fund savings to the checking in order to cover this month’s claims 
against the township.   
 
 As to the claims against the township, Schultheiss moved to approve the list of bills 
minus the $912 to Cutting Edge, plus what will be owed to the Internal Revenue Service for 
payroll taxes, plus $236.59 net to Steve Mahoney and $52.92 net to Marilyn Irrer to cover 
payroll from November 20th through November 30th in 2014.  Ayoub seconded; motion carried.   
(Discussion ensued about the money due to Cutting Edge; we were notified by the IRS that the 
1099  is incorrect and that we might have to implement back-up withholding on the amounts 
due to Cutting Edge.  Until we can learn more from the IRS, we are withholding this payment.) 



 
 Public Comments:  Judy Huhn addressed the board with concerns about infighting on 
the Board.   
 
 Commissioner Pohl reported that Clinton Lakes Park will hold open goose hunting for 8 
days; permits can be obtained at the administration department of the county.  Pohl also 
reported that the county budget hearing was held, that the mortgage loan on the courthouse 
was extinguished in 2015 and the mortgage loan on the health building should be extinguished 
in 2016.  Currently Clinton County aligns with Gratiot and Montcalm Counties for Health 
Department services and will continue to do so.  He also reported that Community Mental 
Health of Lansing serves our jail population:  when there is an emergency situation, Community 
Mental Health will come out because the county provides mental health services to people in 
the jail.  Commissioner also reported on the number of compliments the county has received 
about the rails-to-trails greenway in Fowler.    
 
 Deputy Wisswasser was not present and unable to report on activities by the Sheriff’s 
department.  Supervisor Schafer reported that Deputy Wisswasser had received an outstanding 
deputy award for recent work. 
 
 Greg Armbrustmacher, Assessor, presented a land division request from Rich-Ro Farms.  
Ayoub motioned that if the proposed land division meets the requirements of Bengal’s land 
division ordinance, the county land division ordinance and Michigan’s land division ordinance, 
that it be accepted.  Schafer seconded; motion carried.  A $200 check was received by the 
treasurer for this application. 
 
 There is a fire run that was billed and unpaid.  Collection result by Mid-Michigan Credit 
Bureau was unsuccessful because the property owner, D’Hondt, disputes the bill.  Ayoub 
moved and Kushmaul seconded, that the Board send the matter to small claims court.  Motion 
carried.   
 
 Upon review and approval of the Dallas Rescue Contract by the township attorney, 
Schultheiss moved and Schafer seconded that the contract be signed on behalf of Bengal 
Township.  Motion carried and the contract was signed.   
 
 Verizon changed its variance request based upon disapproval by Clinton County of the 
original variance request.  This updated, changed variance was brought to the Board for action.  
Ayoub moved, Schafer seconded, that this be sent to the Planning Commission for its review.   
 
 After review of the new Internal Control Policy, Schafer moved, Ayoub seconded, that it 
be approved.  Motion carried. 
 
 Next month the Board will look at revisions to the Hall Rental Policy and to the 
Investment Policy.  
 



 Schafer reported that chloride has been applied to roads and that the overband is being 
done next month.  The drain commissioner is to prepare a ball part price for the Lowell Road 
culvert which needs to be repaired or replaced. 
 There is no news to report on the lawsuit between Forest Hill Energy and the township. 
 
 Upon motion made by Kushamul at 8:58 p.m. to adjourn, the motion to adjourn was 
carried, the meeting ended, and the Board business concluded. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Elizabeth D. Ayoub, Clerk 
 
 
  
  
 
   
 
  
 


