
MINUTES 

BENGAL TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

May 13, 2015 

 

Supervisor Steve Mahoney called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 
Members Present: Ayoub, Mahoney Schafer, and Irrer, , Schultheiss 
 
Also in attendance were: Joyce Mcdonald, Dale Kuenzli, Tom Irrer, Judy Huhn, Kathy Kushmaul, Mary 
Lou Boettger, Sharon Woralll, Ida Salisbury, Linda Hopko, Nick McDonald, Chrissy McDonald, Genie 
Pung, Paul Pung, Brenda Zloek, Kevin Sturgis, Jack Terrill, Lori Pung, Marcia Pung Steve Pung, Vern 
Feldpausch, Sue Pigg, Rex Ferguson, Bill Feldpausch, Sharon Bassette, David Hart, Deb Pung, Duane Pung 
Nick Tipper, Audrey Tenser, Rene Rosenbaum, Adam Rosenbaum, Kathy Boak, Jeremy Boak, Melinda 
Miller, Brenda Miller, Martha Feldpausch, Rachelle Feldpausch, Jerome Thelen, Joan Rademacher, Dan 
Rademacher, Brian Simon, Diane Simon, Jennifer Simon, George Koenigsknecht, Darlene Miller, Tom 
Miller, Jordan Babbit  
 
Marilyn Irrer,moved, supported by Deb Schafer, to accept the agenda as amended, Motion Carried. 
 
Elizabeth Ayoub moved, supported by Denice Schultheiss to accept the Minutes of April 8, 2015 as 
presented, Motion Carried. 
 
TREASURE REPORT: 
Marilyn Irrer,moved, supported by Deb Schafer to accept the Treasure’s Report as presented, Motion 
Carried. 
 
Deb Schafer moved, supported by Denice Schultheiss  to pay the current bills as presented, Motion 
Carried. Total bills to be paid: $4817.49 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Several Township residences stated their concerns about zoning.  
Lori Pung asked that her public comments be put on record: 
 
Lori Pung presented a petition that was signed by 267 Bengal Township Residents who are in favor of 
Bengal Township adopting zoning.  She stated she would like to submit the originals for the record.  
 
Lori Pung noted that at last month’s meeting, Supervisor Mahoney stated that he was not convinced 
that the majority of the residents were in favor of zoning even after nearly 100 residents returned a 
survey and an overwhelming majority of residents supported zoning. With this petition and 267 
signatures Lori Pung hoped that Supervisor Mahoney and the entire Board can see that the majority of 
the residents of this township fully support zoning. 
Lori Pung stated that  township zoning is legal, affordable and many townships in Michigan have their 
own she believes the Board needs to get the Planning Commission in place as soon as possible and she 
would like to see an ad in the paper and on the website by Saturday, May 23rd.  The 63 day window is up 
on May 24th so there is no reason to wait. Interested residents could submit their resumes and the 



board could approve the planning members by next month’s meeting. In fact if this is not done soon, the 
residents could take action as this is an actionable item listed in the meeting minutes. 
 
Lori Pung noted that she had conversations with all 5 board members recently, however her 
conversation with Trustee Irrer concerned her and she provided a few quotes from a recent 
conversation with Trustee Irrer, “I don’t need to be 24/7 for the township”, “I’m tired of listening about 
health issues” and I’m tired of people thinking that the majority has the vote”.  Lori Pung stated that 
those were some very powerful statements made by an elected official and it’s clear to her that Trustee 
Irrer does not have the township’s best interest in mind.  
  
Lori Pung addressed the board and stated, as an elected official of this township it is your obligation and 
duty to due diligence and do what is best for the MAJORITY of the residents. I ask that you move 
forward with zoning in our township. 
During the second public comment section, Lori Pung reminded all board members that EVERY resident 
who pays taxes had the opportunity to respond to the survey and nearly 80% were in favor of zoning. 
 

Kathy Kushmaul asked that her public comments be put on record: 
“I am very concerned about the effects of current & future zoning issues in this township, not only the 
health effects, but also the financial ramifications. We have had our house appraised, as have several of 
our neighbors. If the turbines lower our property values, someone should be held accountable. 
I have had contact with Steve, Elizabeth, Deb and Marilyn. The most disturbing conversation was with 
Marilyn. She sees nothing wrong with wind turbines. Her solution to my concern about property values 
was and I quote “sell your house and move now.” This statement leads me to believe that she is not 
taking our concerns seriously.  
Marilyn- would you like the other 266 residents who signed the zoning petition to move, as well? 

I would like the board to move forward with adopting its own zoning. Many townships in Michigan have 
zoning. It’s affordable and we have the village of Fowler as well as many other surrounding townships to 
use a point of reference.  
The county has not acted in our best interests in the past, so I can’t put much trust in that they will do so 

in the future.” 

Commissioners Report: Dave Pohl not present 
 
Sheriff’s Department Report: Officer Wiswasser presented to the board the March report on incidents 
in Bengal Township, nothing out of the ordinary.  
 
Assessors Report: Greg Armbrustmacher, presented the Fred Thelen Land Split Application, Elizabeth 
Ayoub moved to approve the land split contingent upon the approval from the county that there would 
be no other land splits within ten years, Motion Carried 
Susan Pigg-Director of the Tri County Regional Planning Commission spoke to the board and residence 
on zoning. 
 
Vern Feldpausch, Dallas Township supervisior, spoke about the process Dallas Townhip went through 
adopting an Interim Zoning Ordinance. He stated things are going well in the Township 
 
Roads:  



Denice Schultheiss moved, supported by Elizabeth Ayoub to accept the road contracts from the Clinton 
County Road Commission, Motion Carried. Projects approved: Townsend Road-Francis to Lowell-23A 
Gravel, Townsend Road-Lowell to Grove-23A Gravel, Townsend Road-Grove to Airport-23A Gravel, 
Walker Road-Forest Hill to Essex Center-23A Gravel, Walker Road-Wacousta to Forest Hill-23A Gravel, 
Lowell Road –Parks to Taft-23A, Lowell Road-Taft to Centerline-23A Gravel, Dexter Trail- Centerline 
West to Irrer Farm, Overband Crack Seal, Foliar Brush Spray.  
 
Marilyn Irrer moved supported by Steve Mahoney to approve the culvert replacement on Parks Road, if 
project is under $15,000.00 and also approve the Mowing of All Gravel Roadsides if project is under 
$3000.00, Motion Carried. 
 
Elizabeth Ayoub moved, supported by Denice Schultheiss to donate $150.00 to Clinton County Cemetery 
Restoration, Motion Carried 
 
Elizabeth moved supported by Denice Schultheiss, Based upon the right given our township under the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act which allows our township, if we choose, to have a greater transparency 
than required by state law, I move that all conversations and all communications to an attorney by made 
by 2 board members simultaneously, both parties present in the same conversation or during the same 
communication.  There can be no one-on-one communication between one board member and a 
member of any law firm to which the township expends public funds." 
That motion was seconded and, upon discussion, the motion was amend. 
 
Elizabeth Ayoub moved, supported by Deb Schafer , to have Denice Schultheiss the Township Treasure 
contact the township lawyers to see if they could make a three way call with two board member when 
contacting them, this would also apply to e-mails, motion carried 
 
Steve Mahoney moved, supported by Denice Schultheiss to approve the Fire Contract from the city of St. 
Johns for Bengal Township residence located East of Francis Road, Motion Carried 
 
Planning Commission: A notice will be placed on the website that anyone interested may apply by May 
24, 2015 
 
Verizon Cell Tower:  Nothing to report 
 
Ambulance: 
Steve Reported that the new ambulance should be delivered by June 18th, also they are still taking bids 
on the new roof on the garage 

 
Zoning: 
Elizabeth Ayoub stated Six reasons for Bengal Township to zone:  Local control; Precedent and Example 
(of surrounding townships); Michigan law gives us the right to zone as a township; The county ignores 
Bengal Township; Board members have a fiduciary responsibility to the township and a duty to act; the 
court orders from both circuit court and the court of appeals have basically said that we should have  
Zoned. 
  
Elizabeth Ayoub, moved supported by Deb Schafer, that we empower the planning commission 



Once formed, approved and trained, that they work together to adopt a master plan, and work on a 
zoning ordinance. Roll call vote taken: Irrer, No, Ayoub, Yes, Schafer, Yes, Mahoney, Yes, Schultheiss, 
Yes. Motion Passed  
 
Elizabeth Ayoub, moved supported by Deb Schafer to adjourn the meeting, Motion Carried, Meeting 
adjourned at 11:20 pm 
 
 
Deborah Schafer, Clerk 
 
Minutes subject to approval 
 


