
BENGAL TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES – JUNE 10, 2015 

7:00 P.M.  at the Bengal Township Hall 
 

 
 The regularly- scheduled Bengal Township Board meeting was called to order by 
Supervisor Schafer.  Board members present:  Deborah Schafer, Supervisior; Elizabeth D. 
Ayoub, Clerk; Denice Schultheiss, Treasurer;  William Kushmaul, Trustee; Nick McDonald, 
Trustee.   
 
 Members of the public present:  Rex Ferguson, Steve Spitzley, David Huhn, Steve Pung, 
Sharon Bassette, Eugenia Pung, Kathy Kushmaul, Brenda Zlotek, Sara Morrison, Lori Pung, 
Adam  Rene Rosenbaum, Rene P. Rosenbaum, Sharon Worrall, Darlene Miller, 
Tom Miller,  Deb Pung, Marcia Pung 
 
I.  Approval of Minutes 
 

The first order of business was the approval of minutes.  The minutes of the May 13, 
2015 board meeting were approved upon the motion made by Clerk Ayoub, seconded by 
Treasurer Schultheiss, and passed.   The minutes of the May 13, 2015 special meeting were 
approved upon the motion made by Treasurer Schultheiss, seconded by Supervisor Schafer, and 
passed.  The minutes of the May 21, 2015 special meeting were approved upon the motion 
made by Treasurer Schultheiss, seconded by Clerk Ayoub, and passed.  The minutes of the June 
1, 2015 special meeting were approved upon the motion made by Clerk Ayoub, seconded by 
Supervisor Schafer, and passed.  As neither trustee was a member of the board for those 
meeting, neither voted on the issue of approval. 
 
II.  Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Treasurer Schultheiss handed to all members of the board a copy of the Deposit 
Account Activity.  This report was unanimously passed by the Board upon motion made by Clerk 
Ayoub and seconded by Trustee McDonald.   
 
 Upon the advice of  Treasurer Schultheiss, this board earlier passed a motion regarding 
tax payments which are within $5.00 (plus or minus) of the total due.  Treasurer Schultheiss 
wanted (NEEDED)  this handled by resolution.  Following the county policy of accepting tax 
payments which are within $5.00 (plus or minus) of the total due, the Bengal Township Board 
approved by resolution that this also be the policy of the Bengal Township.  Roll call on this 
vote:  Kushmaul, yay; Ayoub, yay; Schafer, yay; Schultheiss, yay; McDonald, yay.   
 
 Treasurer Schultheiss then presented the board with a copy of the June newsletter and 
requested approval of same for inclusion in the summer tax bill mailings.   Upon motion by 
Treasurer Schultheiss, seconded by Supervisor Schafer, the motion to approve the newsletter 



passed with the caveat that the names of the new planning commission members also be 
included in the newsletter. 
 
 Accounts at Mercantile Bank still carry names of past board members, and Treasurer 
Schultheiss requested that we pass a motion to remove these names from the accounts held at 
Mercantile Bank as well as any other financial institution which still might carry these names on 
its books as signers.  Motion was made by Clerk Ayoub and seconded by Denice Schultheiss, to 
remove the names of Marilyn Irrer, Stephen (Steve) Mahoney, and Eric Mohnke from all bank 
accounts in the name of Bengal Township.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Treasurer Schultheiss will check with the auditors and Clerk Ayoub will check with the 
attorneys about financial and legal implications of having our deputy treasurer on the accounts.    
 Until this information is brought back to the board at the July meeting, a motion was made by 
Supervisor Schafer and seconded by Trustee McDonald to keep the names of Denice 
Schultheiss and Deborah Schafer on the accounts.  EXCEPT GENERAL CHECKING. 
 
 A motion was made by Supervisor Schafer and seconded by Trustee Kushmaul to add 
the name of Elizabeth D. Ayoub, Clerk, to the general fund checking account. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
II.  Clerk’s Report 
 
 Clerk Ayoub then reported that pursuant to the law which requires her to have a surety 
bond, she contacted the insurance company and learned that our township carries a “position 
bond,” and she is automatically covered upon having been sworn in as clerk. 
 
 Clerk Ayoub then presented the bills to the Board for approval and to the treasurer for 
payment.  The total of the bills for the township through June 10th totaled $9,394.68.  Upon 
motion made by Treasurer Schultheiss and seconded by Trustee McDonald to pay the bills as 
presented, the Board unanimously passed the motion. 
 
 Clerk Ayoub asked for Board approval to attend the July 28th financial seminar 
sponsored by the Michigan Townships Association at a cost of $149.  Treasurer Schultheiss 
made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Kushmaul, that the Board approve that 
expense.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 Clerk Ayoub then reported that based upon an inspection of the minutes of the board, 
she learned that Bengal Township had/has a planning commission and did approve land use 
plans and maps.  She read the following from previous minutes:    On March 22, 2000, the 
Bengal Township Board appointed a Planning Commission and on Settlement Day added “land 
use plan” to administrative expenses.  This planning commission first met on June 20, 2000.  All 
of the work done by the Planning Commission was presented to the public on November 26, 
2001 at an Open House which was published in two newspapers and letters were sent to all 



residents of Bengal Township.  On March 22, 2002, the Bengal Township Board accepted the 
development plan and adopted it.   
 
 The plan was amended and on March 24, 2007 this plan was adopted by the Bengal 
Township Board and a motion was made to present it to the Clinton County Planning Board.  On 
November 14, 2007, the township made a motion to send a letter to the development director 
of the county “saying that our township adopted the Future Land Use Map.”   
 
 Clerk Ayoub then stated the board needs a motion to officially disband that planning 
commission, which was tabled until the agenda item regarding the planning commission. 
 
III.  Public Comments 
 
 Supervisor Schafer opened the floor to public comments.  Rene Rosenbaum, Sharon 
Bassette, and Adam Rene Rosenbaum all addressed the board. 
 
IV.  New Business 
 
 A.  Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Dave Pohl stated that the County’s Code Red 
System is “up and running.”  The Clinton County Board of Commissioners voted to fund for two 
years at a cost of $15,000 per year the Clinton County Post Secondary Network.  The County 
paid off the bond for the courthouse.   
 
 Supervisor Schafer then asked if there were any questions for Commissioner Pohl, at 
which time Steve Pung requested that his question be memorialized in the minutes.  Steve Pung 
asked Commissioner Pohl, “Are the Clinton County Board of Commissioner and the Clinton 
County Road Commissioner two different entities?”  Commissioner Pohl, “Yes.”  Then Steve 
Pung asked, “In relation to OPEB liability, does the Clinton County Board of Commissioner have 
the authority to tell the Clinton County Board of Road Commissioners when and how to pay for 
that liability?”  After a few minutes, Steve Pung said, “I just want a straight answer,” to which 
Commissioner Pohl responded, “No they do not.  They have the right to put pressure on them 
but they can’t ‘use the hammer’ on them.”   
 
 B.  Sheriff’s Report:  Deputy Wiswasser having been unable to attend, there was no 
report. 
 
 C.  Briggs Library:  Sara Morrison, director of Briggs Library, updated the Board on the 
status of the township’s use of the library, the funding sources, and the needs of the library.  
433 people from Bengal Township are registered patrons of the library, which is 5% of the total 
patrons.  In the past few years there is a huge decrease in library funding due to property tax 
valuation decline and fewer penal fines.  Bengal Township’s revenue is 2% of the total budget. 
The township contributes, as do other townships, $1 per each person in the township toward 
the library’s budget. 
 



 D.  Assessor’s Report:  Greg Armbrustmacher reported that he is working on the 2016 
rolls . 
 
 E.  Expense Reimbursement:  Treasurer Schultheiss handed to the board a draft of a 
reimbursement/expense policy for the township.  Upon motion of Supervisor Schafer which 
was seconded by Trustee Kushmaul, the board approved – 4 in favor, 1 opposed - this new 
policy once the wording “and to evaluate the appropriateness of the training and the benefit to 
the township,” is added to the second sentence under the paragraph entitled “Training.”    
 
 E.(1)  IF WE HAVE INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR A COUNTY BILL, WE ARE NOT TO WAIT 
ONE MONTH TO APPROVE IT.  MOTION MADE BY DENICE SCHULTHEISS, SECONDED BY NICK 
MCDONALD.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 F.  Part 115 Solid Waste Management Plan Amendment:  Clerk Ayoub reported Bengal 
Township received a request from the county for the township to approve a resolution 
regarding  an amendment to the county’s solid waste plan which would allow additional 
counties to import waste into Granger’s land fill in Clinton County, and which would also allow 
Clinton County to export waste into these same counties.  The resolution is due back to the 
county by September 1, 2015, so Trustee McDonald is going to investigate this further to report 
back to the full board in July.  If any board members have questions, they should contact 
Trustee McDonald so that he can attempt to get the answers to these questions. 
 
V.  Old Business 
 
 A.  Review and Appoint Planning Commission Board Members:  Before appointing a new 
planning commission, the board upon motion made by Clerk Ayoub and seconded by Trustee 
Kushmaul, unanimously dissolved the planning commission which had been formed on March 
22, 2000.   
 

After review of the applications received and questioning the applicants, Supervisor 
Schafer appointed and the board approved the following members to serve on the township 
planning commission:  Brenda Zlotek, Lori Pung, Duane Pung, and Thomas Miller.   Supervisor 
Schafer made the motion which was seconded by Treasurer Schultheiss, and this was carried 
unanimously.  Supervisor Schafer appointed Trustee McDonald to serve as the board 
representative, ex-officio member of the planning commission. 
 
 B.  Training for Planning Commission:  Discussion ensued regarding this matter, but no 
motions were passed. 
 
 C.  Verizon Cell Tower:  As the attorney review of the lease on this has not yet been 
received, this matter was tabled until next month. 
 
 D.  Roads:  If the board were to approve chip ‘n seal for two roads, the board would be 
over budget.  Treasurer Schultheiss recommended that we wait until we receive the actual bills 



for the projects that had been approved for which we  had received only an estimate.  No 
action was taken. 
 
 Supervisor Schafer stated that the bridge over Muskrat Creek is no longer able to 
withstand heavy loads, and it might need to supported by concrete as a temporary fix.  The 
road commission has placed a 10 ton limit on it for now.  If the township would like the 
replacement of this bridge to be funded through the grant project, it might have to sit for up to 
2 years in this condition.  Treasurer Schultheiss reported that we have $76,000 of remaining 
restricted funds for roads and bridges from last year.  The issue of roads was tabled. 
 
 E.  Ambulance:  Supervisor Schaefer SHAFER stated she has not yet attended a meeting 
of the ambulance board as the next meeting is not until June 18, 2015. 
 
 
 
There being no further business before the board and upon a motion to adjourn made by Bill 
Kushmaul and carried unanimously, the board adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Elizabeth Dallam Ayoub 
Clerk 
 
 
(Minutes as approved --- UPPERCASE SHOWS CHANGES made prior to approval) 
 
  
  
  

 
 

 


